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Project Abstract: 
The goal of this research is to gain an understanding of how pygmy rabbit populations in Montana are genetically 
and spatially connected to populations in Idaho.  Specific project objectives include: 

1. Identify potential routes for movement of individuals and genes by evaluating spatial relationships among 
populations on each side of the state borders. 

2. Collect genetic samples from a subset of those populations. 
3. Use analysis of genetic diversity within and among populations to evaluate gene flow and dispersal 

among populations. 
4. Work with biologist in Montana to explore the potential for a cooperative program to examine movement 

of telemetered individuals among populations. 
 
 
 
Outcomes with completion dates: 
A final report, copies of the dissertation and all publications will be submitted at the completion of the graduate 
project no later than May 31, 2007. 
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