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Project Abstract: The principle purpose of this project is to better inform public 
land restoration and reclamation practices, as pertains to how choices of genetic 
plant materials (seed & seedlings) are made.  A secondary purpose is to support and 
assist with the long-term Wyoming Basins and Front Range NPMDP objectives.  The 
results of this project will provide scientifically rigorous evidence to support/ 
refute the tenet that the use of local seed sources in restoration is preferable to 
non-local seed sources in the short- and/or long-term, and that greater amounts of 
genetic diversity will out-perform less genetic diversity, regardless of the locality 
source of that mixed genetic diversity.  The resulting information will benefit the 
public in that land managers will be better informed when making restoration and 
reclamation choices for plant materials. 
 
Outcomes: July 31, 2018 
 
Keywords: University of Wyoming, Bureau of Land Management, genetic diversity, pant 

materials, seeds, seedlings 


