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Project Abstract: Nesting is a pivotal event in a turtle’s life history because all
turtles must cone to land to net. Riverine turtles such as the spiny softshell
typically nest with the floodplain fairly close to the river. Such nesting habit is
created and maintained by river processes such as flood pulses, and the dynamics of
sediment, ice and riparian vegetation. The same processes that create and maintain
turtle nesting habitat are affected by human processes such as flow regulation, bank
stabilization, livestock grazing, and recreation. Effective conservation and
management of spiny softhell nest sites.

Objectives of this project include:
1. Documentation of location and timing of nesting by spiny softshells;
2. Measurement of habitat characteristics of spiny softshell nests;
3. Determination of incubation period of spiny softshell nests.
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