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Project Abstract:

The primary goal of this restoration design project At Fan Lake in Rocky Mountain NP
was to determine where suitable hydrologic conditions exist for the establishment of
willows and sedges in the study area, to refine methods for plant establishment and
protection, and to develop planting maps to guide restoration activities. The site
was to be restored as it presently exists, with no earth-moving proposed. However,
observations made during recent field visits with NPS staff to the study area suggest
that the formation and persistence of Fan Lake has significantly altered topographic,
soil, and hydrologic properties, making restoration to reference conditions difficult
or impossible without more substantial changes to the site’s hydrologic regime.
Therefore, we propose that an additional objective, prerequisite to large-scale
planting, should be reestablishment of the Fall River channel configuration,
hydrologic regimes and landform characteristics present prior to the formation of Fan
Lake. We believe that only by restoring the original meandering channel of Fall
River, can the vegetation be restored to the conditions present prior to the Lawn Lake
flood.

Outcomes with Completion Dates:

A Draft Report, including estimated plant materials to be produced and a final grading
plan, will be submitted by November 1, 2005 and a Final Report, including final
restoration recommendations, will be delivered by May 1, 2006. The Final Report will
be developed and delivered in both hard copy and electronic format, to ROMO by May 31,
2006.
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