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Project Abstract: 
The National Park Service wishes to restore the Snake River floodplain in John D. 
Rockefeller Memorial Parkway, to a wetland and upland ecosystem complex with native 
plants and natural hydrologic and geomorphic processes.  The Ranch construction 
required filling portions of the Snake River floodplain.  The restoration will 
reconnect the Snake River and the floodplain in the study area, and allow native 
riparian plants to colonize, or be planted on site.  The long-term goal is site 
restoration to a functioning floodplain-riparian ecosystem.  The restoration will 
improve habitat along the Snake River corridor for large mammals and birds.   
 
Colorado State University investigators will work with GRTE staff to monitor and 
measure current floodplain condition and hydrology, and will then recommend a plan for 
site restoration. The three studies to be completed by CSU are: (1) historic air photo 
analysis of the Flagg Ranch area, (2) on-site analysis of water table depths and water 
geochemistry throughout the Flagg Ranch area, (3) air photograph and on-site analyses 
of several Snake River reaches that could serve as topographic, hydrologic, and 
ecological references for the Flagg Ranch restoration project. 

Outcomes with Completion Dates: 
Colorado State will prepare four separate reports bundled together as our final 
submittal to the National Park Service.  These are (1) historical site analysis, (2) 
analysis of site water levels and soils, (3) reference site analysis, and (4) the 
restoration plan.  All reports due 12-30-2007. 
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