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Project Abstract:

Public interest generated by the Colorado wildfires in 2002 and especially the
Big Elk Fire in July, which threatened communities near Estes Park, remains high and
presents a great educational opportunity. In cooperation with the Colorado State
Forest Service, the United States Forest Service-Arapaho & Roosevelt National
Forests, Larimer County and the Estes Park Volunteer Fire Department, an interagency
education initiative was launched in the Estes Valley in 2003.

While much progress has been made in conducting interagency fire educational
efforts, providing a coordinated educational message remains a significant challenge.
Educational outreach is a collateral duty assignment for most agency personnel and
dispatches to out of area assignments during busy fire seasons further compounds the
problem. Having a dedicated coordinator to address these problems should eliminate
these obstacles and greatly enhance operational efficiency and provide a consistent
educational program.

The objective of this study is that the Colorado State Forest Service Fire
Education Coordinator will facilitate effective internal and external interagency
communications and provide unified educational programs to create awareness about
fire management, fire ecology and defensible space concepts. CSU will also post NPS
information to the Front Range Fuels Treatment Partnership web site to disseminate
this educational information.

Outcomes with completion dates:
List of Products:

1. Monthly progress reports, documenting number and type of public/media contacts,
in the form of electronic mail or hard copy.

2. One hard copy and one electronic copy of an annual report describing progress,
due December 31, 2005, to be delivered to the ROMO key contact.

3. One hard copy and one electronic copy of the final report, due December 31,
2006, to be delivered to the ROMO key contact, and one electronic copy is to be
provided to Kathy Tonnessen, RMCESU.

4. A least one oral presentation will be provided to the interagency fire
education staff describing the status of the project.

5. Post NPS information to Web site.
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