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Project Abstract: 
The Southern Plains Inventory and Monitoring Network (SOPN) of the National Park 
Service in partnership with Colorado State University to fill a 4-year Ph.D. 
Assistantship / Ecologist Position to assist with the development of a long-term 
monitoring program for 11 national parks in Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, 
and Kansas.  The student will work with their advisor and the SOPN network 
coordinator to select 2-4 core vital signs for protocol development.  The 
monitoring protocol(s) will consist of, but not be limited to, field methods 
(possibly field tested by the student), statistical methods, determination of 
appropriate number of replicates to detect trends over multiple years, issues of 
scale, and standard operating procedures. The student will review SOPN documents 
(annual reports, protocols and reports developed by other entities), and 
participate in meetings of the SOPN Technical Committee and SOPN Board of Directors 
by teleconference or in-person. Critical review of the Phase II and III reports 
will be carried out by Dr. Knapp. 
Additional funds for student support will be provided in subsequent fiscal years. 

 
Outcomes with Completion Dates: 

 Detailed monitoring protocols for 2-4 core vital signs. 
 Review of Phase II and III Reports developed by Southern Plains Network   
 Annual activity reports that will describe in detail the SOPN-related 

activities of the graduate student for the given year. 
 Final report is due by October 30, 2010 
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