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Project Abstract: The overall objective of this project is to convert the existing Sand 
Creek Massacre NHS Environmental History manuscript (completed by Elizabeth Michell in 
2007) into a manuscript intended for a trade publication. Using consultation with NPS 
and Western National Parks Association (WNPA) staff to finalize target length and 
format, additional research, and creative writing techniques appropriate for popular 
audiences, the author will produce an edited version of the existing scholarly 
manuscript. The revised, condensed text will provide visitors and others interested in 
the site with a general introduction and overview of the historic and contemporary 
landscape at the Sand Creek Massacre NHS, and will also address the role of 
environment factors in the events of the massacre, provide an explanation for how the 
NPS is managing and interpreting the site in an ecological context that has changed 
over time, and help readers to understand how the human and natural combine to create 
landscapes. The investigators will consult with National Park Service and Western 
National Parks Association employees to revise and edit the existing narrative, 
include new research material as necessary, and suggest appropriate sources for 
historic photographs, ideas for contemporary photographs, graphics, and maps to 
enhance the text and make it more accessible for a non-scholarly audience. 
 
Outcomes with Completion Dates:  

• February 2, 2009: Draft manuscript including a complete bibliography and 
suggested maps and illustrations submitted for review and comment to the park 
and outside reviewers 

 
• March 13, 2009: Review comments for draft manuscript delivered to project PI 

 
• May 29, 2009: Final manuscript in PDF form, incorporating appropriate review 

comments 
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