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Project Abstract: The Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) at Colorado State 
University (CSU) will assist the National Park Service (NPS) to monitor three rare 
plant species in specified areas of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park 
(BLCA)/Curecanti National Recreation Area (CURE).  Records of known populations will 
be updated using CNHP methodology. Targeted species include: Gunnison milkvetch 
(Astragalus anisus), Juniper tumble-mustard (Thelypodiopsis juniperorum) and Hanging 
Garden sullivantia (Sullivantia hapemanii var. purpusii).  Monitoring of rare plant 
populations on National Park Lands is needed to determine current viability and long-
term trends.  Impacts to plants from human uses and climate change need to be assessed 
 
The results of this research project will provide NPS and CNHP with up-to-date 
information on the location, population size, habitat, and threats to rare plants that 
occur within BLCA/CURE.  This data set is for the staff at BLCA/CURE to adequately 
manage, monitor and protect these globally imperiled plant species.  A complete data 
set is also required to predict species distributions, and to enable monitoring of 
population trends.  Location specific data are extremely valuable for assessing range 
and abundance, and for identifying areas of critical habitat. 
 
    

Outcomes with Completion Dates: A final report including GIS coverage and photos will 
be furnished to the National Park Service by February 28, 2013  
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