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Investigators: David Cooper, Department of Forest, Rangeland and Watershed
Stewardship, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO 80523, Phone: 970-491-5430;
david.cooper@colostate.edu

Project Abstract: Research shows that the core battlefields landscape can be restored
by: 1) carefully backfilling excavated ditches and stock ponds in the Palo Alto Resaca
with side cast materials to restore pre-disturbance topography and hydrologic
processes; and 2) planting the disturbed (plowed) wet coastal prairie with gulf
cordgrass (Spartina spartinae). These steps are critical to the Park’s mission to
restore and preserve the historic landscape of the 1846 battle and to interpret those
events for visitors in the appropriate landscape context. Project benefits also
include the restoration of wildlife habitat and other ecological functions of wet
coast prairie and Resaca wetlands environments.
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