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Project Abstract: 
Incomplete information on native floristic diversity and on plant species of 
special concern limits the ability of the National Park Service (NPS) to 
develop adequate biodiversity stewardship strategies and habitat management 
guidelines.  This floristic inventory project is one component of a suite of 
biological inventories being conducted within the NPS – Northern Colorado 
Plateau Network (NCPN) as part of a new service-wide emphasis on inventory 
and monitoring.  The work described below is aligned with objectives 
identified in the Northern Colorado Plateau Network – Inventory Study Plan 
for Vascular Plants and Vertebrates (USDI 2000). 
 
The overall goals of this inventory project are to:  

1) Document through existing verifiable specimens and field investigations 
the occurrence of approximately 90 percent of the vascular plant 
species estimated to occur in the two park units;  

2) Survey and document locations and distribution of sensitive (rare) 
plant species within the two management units;  

3) Document presence of invasive plants when encountered during the 
surveys; and 

4) Summarize vascular plant specimen information in appropriate electronic 
formats to contribute to the population of National Park Service, 
service-wide databases including National Parks Species Database 
(NPSpecies), National Park Natural Resource Bibliography (NatureBib) 
and Automated National Catalog System (ANCS+).   

Outcomes with completion dates: 
Park Master Species List Updates, Field Data, Specimen Vouchers, Photo 
Vouchers, Other Documentation Photos (excluding vouchers), Copies of Raw Data 
and Field Forms and Field Notes,  -- January 15, 2005 
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