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Project Abstract: The Intermountain Region Geographic Resources Division has been working with University of
Colorado Denver (UCD) for many years to develop a quality internship program at the University. The program
exposes undergraduate and graduate students to how GIS can be used for conservation and resource management
while supporting the NPS mission of conservation and resource management.

This cooperative project provides a quality, professional internship to student and research associates at UCD. The
students work with the NPS Intermountain Region Geographic Resources Division to support GIS projects in our 94
parks. The projects will be determined by UCD and NPS based on the skills of the intern, research interests, and
needs of the parks.

The internship is a mutual benefit to the government and the partner. The interns get an understanding of park
management and the integration of GIS in conservation and resource management; while the NPS is able to draw
on the new experiences and energy of youth to support our mission.

This project will provide each student with valuable professional experience related to GIS and land management.
Students are exposed to the integration of geospatial technology into NPS’ mission and activities and the focus on
data management and technical support. The students gain essential experience in the geospatial technology
profession to support their future career goals and make them better professionals joining the work force.

Keywords: GIS, internship, Intermountain region, National Park Service, University of Colorado Denver


mailto:rafael.moreno@ucdenver.edu
mailto:Paul_Voris@nps.gov

