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Project Title: Cooperative GIS Internship with the NPS Intermountain Region 
  
Discipline: Interdisciplinary 
Type of Project: Education   
Funding Agency: National Park Service 
Other Partners/Cooperators: University of Colorado, Denver  
Student Participation: Yes, Internship  
Effective Dates:  5/1/2016-5/31/2018 
Funding Amount: $58,003 
 
Investigators and Agency Representative: 
NPS Contact: Paul Voris, Intermountain Region IT Specialist, National Park Service, 
12795 W. Alameda Parkway, Denver, Colorado 80225, ph 303-987-6708, Paul_Voris@nps.gov  
 
 
Investigator: Rafael Moreno University of Colorado Denver Department of Geography and 
Environmental Sciences 1200 Larimer Street, Suite 3014 Campus Box 172, PO Box 173364 
Denver, CO  80217-3364 Phone: 303-352-3762 Fax 303-556-6197 Email: 
rafael.moreno@ucdenver.edu 
 
 
Project Abstract: The Intermountain Region Geographic Resources Division has been 
working with University of Colorado Denver (UCD) for many years to develop a quality 
internship program at the University. The program exposes undergraduate and graduate 
students to how GIS can be used for conservation and resource management while 
supporting the NPS mission of conservation and resource management.   
 
This cooperative project provides a quality, professional internship to student and 
research associates at UCD.  The students work with the NPS Intermountain Region 
Geographic Resources Division to support GIS projects in our 94 parks.  The projects 
will be determined by UCD and NPS based on the skills of the intern, research 
interests, and needs of the parks.   
 
The internship is a mutual benefit to the government and the partner.  The interns get 
an understanding of park management and the integration of GIS in conservation and 
resource management; while the NPS is able to draw on the new experiences and energy 
of youth to support our mission. 
 
This project will provide each student with valuable professional experience related 
to GIS and land management.  Students are exposed to the integration of geospatial 
technology into NPS’ mission and activities and the focus on data management and 
technical support. The students gain essential experience in the geospatial technology 
profession to support their future career goals and make them better professionals 
joining the work force. 
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