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Project Abstract:

Built in 1922, the CMAM displays artifacts from the Ancestral Pueblo people that inhabited the mesas and cliff
dwellings of Mesa Verde National Park over 1,500 years ago. Today, priceless objects are still stored and mounted
in historic cases that lack environmental controls and do not meet current curatorial standards. Labels do not
meet accessibility standards and do not present multiple voices for the interpretation of Ancestral Pueblo culture.

Revisions and artifact removals have been made as NAGPRA (Native American Graves Repatriation Act) laws,
scientific understandings, and sensitivities demanded, but neither the exhibit plan nor the experience as a whole
has been updated in a consistent way. Individual exhibits and exhibit rooms have no cohesive, thematic
interpretive message and little opportunity for visitor engagement.

This project will address these issues through a collaborative scoping effort and the development of Schematic
Design documents for new, interactive, accessible exhibits that present multiple perspectives, include current
science, native voices, and engage visitors.



