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Project Abstract:

Whirling disease (WD) is a serious health threat to salmonid fish in the
United States. Exotic to the United States until 1958, WD has rapidly spread
throughout the country and 1is now found in hatchery and wild salmonid
populations 1in 22 states. The effects of WD have Dbeen particularly
devastating to salmonid fish populations in the Rocky Mountain states and
have caused a 90% decline in rainbow trout populations in the Madison River
of Montana as well as the complete recruitment failure of rainbow trout in
the Colorado River.

Specific objectives of this research include:

1) Laboratory testing of sentinel cage fish and wild-reared cutthroat
trout from streams to determine the prevalence and severity of whirling
disease

2) Laboratory testing of incidental catch from gillnetting operations in
Yellowstone Lake to determine the occurrence of whirling disease in
adult cutthroat trout

Outcomes with completion dates (reports, publications, workshops, videos, etc.):

All information collected during this study will be provided in electronic
format to the Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences Section, Yellowstone Center for
Resources. Final product describing overall research results will be in the
form of a brief technical report.
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