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Project Abstract:

One of the goals of the National Park Service (NPS) Inventory and Monitoring (1 & M)
program is to initiate long-term monitoring of natural resources within its parks.
Climate is a major ecological driver within this ecosystem, which can significantly
influence the status of natural resources within parks. Initial efforts at
formulating conceptual models has further indicated climate as being one of the
primary influences on a number of our vital signs, and is itself considered a vital
sign as a result of this influence. Thus, the development of specific climate
monitoring objectives and protocols will have an important role that will permeate
through the entire vital signs monitoring program. This project will be a sequential
combination of synthesizing existing information from a wide variety of data sources,
so as to inform the process of developing monitoring objectives, which will then in
turn provide the basis for developing monitoring protocols. As such, this project
will necessitate a significant cooperation between NPS and the cooperator to ensure
that the monitoring objectives reflect the needs of the GRYN monitoring program, and
that the protocols developed reflect the specific monitoring objectives identified.

Outcomes with completion dates:
1. Detailed Study Plan — July 15, 2004
2. Conceptual Model(s) — July 15, 2004
3. Draft Monitoring Objectives — July 31, 2004
4_ Draft Monitoring Protocols — January 31, 2005
5. Final Report — March 31, 2005
6. Data / Meta Data — June 30, 2005
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