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Project Abstract:  
The Big Sky Institute (BSI) at Montana State University is developing a strong 
partnership with the National Park Service (NPS).  In particular, BSI has worked to 
provide relevant scientific results as well as strategic guidance to the NPS regarding 
ecosystem processes and patterns in parks in the western United States, including 
Yellowstone, Glacier, Sequoia and Yosemite National Parks.  Given BSI’s mission to 
synthesize and communicate scientific understanding about the Greater Yellowstone and 
other large, complex ecosystems, BSI has been an active participant in the development 
of the Inventory and Monitoring Program for the Greater Yellowstone Network (GRYN).  
The GRYN effort extends through three NPS units:  Grand Teton, Yellowstone National 
Parks and Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area.  GRYN maintains offices at Montana 
State University for the purpose of acquiring academic and student input into the 
preparation and implementation of natural resource monitoring protocols.    
 
Outcomes with Completion Dates:  A final report that addresses the peer review 
comments due by April 1, 2010.   
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