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Project Abstract: Yellowstone cutthroat trout (YCT) and westslope cutthroat trout 
(WCT) have largely been lost from stream systems in Yellowstone National Park (YELL). 
These species will be listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) unless immediate 
action is taken.  YCT are currently losing habitat in the northern regions of YELL due 
to invading brook trout and (hybridizing) rainbow trout.  WCT have been reduced to 
only one remaining aboriginal population existing in a tiny isolated headwater stream.  
The goal of this project is to establish self-sustaining, genetically-pure cutthroat 
trout populations within YELL in an effort to restore and prevent the ESA listing of 
these unique native subspecies.  The cutthroat trout are an important resource in 
Yellowstone because they are treasured by visitors and are a fundamental component of 
a relatively intact, naturally-functioning ecosystem that includes the ESA-listed 
grizzly bear and many other important and sensitive species.   
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