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Project Abstract: Non-native species of fish threaten native fishes throughout North
America. In Yellowstone National Park, introduced populations of invasive lake trout
increasingly threaten native populations of fish including Yellowstone cutthroat
trout. Prior to the recent invasion of non-native lake trout, the streams around
Yellowstone Lake held thousands more YCT than today. These declines are directly
attributed to the invasion and establishment of introduced lake trout. In response,
the YNP initiated a project to reduce or eliminate lake trout. To date, results seem
promising but underscore the urgency to (1) continue suppression to prevent continued
loss of remaining native fish populations but as importantly to (2) evaluate the
success of the experimental suppression of lake trout to help improve restoration and
preservation of cutthroat trout. This project and numerous others throughout the
western United States would greatly benefit from a better understanding of the
effectiveness of suppression activities in invasive species research, such as
determining the number of spawning adults each year.
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Preliminary results presented to Yell Lake Science Panel for peer review 30 April 2014
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