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Project Title: Determine vulnerability of water-dependent resources and facilities under climate change in 
southwest, great plains, and intermountain west parks 
 
Discipline: Natural 
Type of Project: Technical Assistance and Education 
Funding Agency: National Park Service 
Other Partners/Cooperators: Montana State University- Institute on Ecosystems 
Student Participation: No 
Effective Dates: 9/29/2020 to 9/01/2025 
Funding Amount:     $185,000 
 
Investigators and Agency Representative: 
NPS ATR: Kristin L. Legg, Program Manager, National Park Service, Greater Yellowstone Network, 2327 University 
Way, Suite 2, Bozeman, MT 59715, 406-994-7734 or 406-579-1899 (cell), Fax 406-994-4160, Kristin_legg@nps.gov 
 
Investigator: Bruce Maxwell, Institute on Ecosystems Co-Director, Montana State University, 718 Leon Johnson Hall 
Bozeman, MT 59715 , (406) 994-5717, Fax: 406-994-3933, bmaxwell@montana.edu 
  
Project Abstract:  
Project Goals – Evaluate projected changes in water balance for national park units from site-specific to regional 
scales using the best available climate change information. These analyses will provide park managers with 
projections of water availability for national park resources and assets, including natural resources, cultural 
landscapes, hydrologic systems, and water supply infrastructure that supports park visitors and operations. 
 
Project Objectives – This project will use the computational foundation of water balance products to conduct 
vulnerability assessments that improve understanding the biophysical (e.g., natural resources - flora, fauna, 
hydrology, and park infrastructure – wells, water delivery infrastructure) implications of changes in climate.   
 


