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Project Abstract:

Since 2005, the number of Yuma Ridgway’s Rail (“Rail”) detected through
standardized surveys across its range has decreased by 52%, declining to 432
individuals in 2013. The National Park Service is aware of incidental
fatalities of the rail at renewable energy facilities adjacent to Joshua Tree
National Park within the species range. This study will document the
effectiveness of a new solar assist telemetry unit in tracking hatch year
rails in short and long dispersal movements. Dispersal movements may be
influenced by the “lake effect”, with birds mistaking solar fields for lakes.
New ground-based conservation efforts will be guided by new information about
the dispersal of rails.
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