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Project Abstract:

The principal investigator and graduate student will collaborate with the
Greater Yellowstone Network of parks (Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Bighorn
Canyon) and other researchers to accomplish the following:

1) conduct a review of existing water quality data for the three parks, in
order to define potential water quality issues;

2) supplement existing water quality data with synoptic surveys to explore
additional issues related to water quality and vital signs monitoring -
including payment for laboratory analysis of water samples collected at
GRTE;

3) participate in scoping workshops related to defining vital signs and
monitoring protocols to collect long-term data,

4) present final results of data analysis and review at meetings with each of
the three parks in the network;

5) produce a final report that summarizes review of water quality data, and
provides recommendations for how the GRYE network should proceed with
water quality monitoring plans.

Outcomes with completion dates: A narrative report that includes: a review of the
background of monitoring in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, the results of
a review of existing water quality data, discussion of potential water quality
issues, and recommendations for further work on planning for vital signs
monitoring in the three-park network. (December 30, 2003)
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