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Project Abstract:

The University of Montana will work with the Crown of the Continent RLC at Glacier NP
to conduct a series of workshops to develop and implement an effective mechanism for
mutually engaging science, resource management, and education communities in preparing
for and responding to climate change and its impacts on public lands. Because fire
behavior and effects are clearly impacted by changes in climatic conditions, the
cooperators will work with the NPS to conduct workshops that will lead to a strategy
to enhance managers” capacity to cope with rapid climate change and the effects on
fuels and wildland fire. A two-day “stakeholder” workshop will be held in fall 2007,
with the results of that meeting being communicated to the superintendents of the
Pacific West and Alaska regions in December 2007.

Outcomes with Completion Dates: Workshops will occur in fall and winter 2007. A guide
or template for scenario planning as a tool for resource managers will be developed as
a final product, due by summer 2008. The guide will be useful to other regions and
groups in fire management plans as well as for exploring other issues relating to
climate change and resource management, such as sea level rise, species range shifts,
and other effects of climate change.
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