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Project Abstract:  
TASK 1: Water Quality Assessment 
Goal: Provide a baseline of physiochemical data that allows water quality assessment 
of ground waters and surface waters of the Transboundary North Fork of the Flathead 
River including waters in the USA and Glacier National Park.  Analyses shall include 
risk analysis of the proposed Lodgepole/Foisey coal mine in the Canadian Headwaters of 
the North Fork of the Flathead River and potential affects on Glacier National Park, 
and the US reaches of the Flathead River.  Make a comparative assessment of water 
quality between Transboundary Flathead Basin waters and the waters of the Elk River 
basin where coal mining has been a major activity for ~100yrs. 
 

Objective: Measure and assess the concentrations and annual load of chemical 
constituents in water associated with the Lodgepole/ Foisey coal mine site, other coal 
deposits that might be exploited in the future, and ground and surface waters of the 
North Fork of the Flathead River and the Elk River basins.   
 

TASK 2: Stream and River Aquatic Life Assessment 
Goal: Provide a baseline of major components of the stream and river aquatic life.  
These data allow water quality and aquatic life use assessment of ground waters and 
surface waters of the North Fork of the Flathead River.  Analyses shall include risk 
analysis of the proposed Lodgepole/Foisey coal mine in the Canadian Headwaters of the 
North Fork of the Flathead River and potential affects on Glacier National Park, the 
US reaches of the Flathead River.  Sites on the Elk River will be used as direct 
comparison assessment sites. 
 

Objective: Measure and assess the aquatic life in water associated with the 
Lodgepole/Foisey coal mine site, other coal deposits that might be exploited in the 
future, and ground and surface waters of the North Fork of the Flathead River.   
 
Outcomes with Completion Dates: Annual reports will be completed each year 
that funding is awarded and the report for this project will be due March 31, 
2009.   
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