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Project Abstract:  
WFDSS (Wildland Fire Decision Support System) assists fire managers and analysts in 
making strategic and tactical decisions for fire incidents. It is designed to replace 
the WFSA (Wildland Fire Situation Analysis), Wildland Fire Implementation Plan (WFIP), 
and Long-Term Implementation Plan (LTIP) processes with a single process that is 
easier to use, more intuitive, linear, scalable, and progressively responsive to 
changing fire complexity. WFDSS was conceived as a way of integrating the various 
applications used to manage incidents into a single system, which streamlines the 
analysis and reporting processes. 
A University of Montana, GIS Specialist working with the Rocky Mountain Research 
Station, Missoula Forestry Sciences Lab will support the Wildland Fire Decision Support 
System (WFDSS) – Rapid Assessment of Values-at-Risk (RAVAR) spatial data compiling, 
processing, data analysis and map interpretation for the 2009 and 2010 fire season. In 
addition to a GIS skill set, knowledge related to forestry, forest economics, and fire 
behavior is helpful to interpret RAVAR analysis.  This GIS Specialist will be hired by 
Dr. Tyron Venn, who will serve as the supervisor of this activity in support of the 
Wildland Fire Decision Support System. 
 
Outcomes with Completion Dates: Due Date for Final Report and/or Project Deliverables: 
Final product will be the research, development, and maintenance of geospatial 
landscape-scale (enterprise) wildland fire data which support wildland fire decision 
support systems and the final completion report will be in electronic format for 
posting on the RM-CESU web site. Due by September 30, 2010. 
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