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Project Abstract: No standard or baseline exists for Beringian mammals. Cooperator
will establish baseline conditions for muskoxen within and between populations over
time across both the Chukotka and Alaskan Beringian landscapes in a strong
collaborative effort with Russian and American partners. Proposed study areas are
CAKR, BELA, and Wrangel Island Zapovednik in Russia. The projects goals are: 1) to
gain insights about how climate and other factors affect population change and
potential persistence in muskoxen, and 2) to establish ecological baselines. This
will be achieved through comparative efforts to understand populations in Chukotka (e.
g. Wrangel Island) and eastern Beringia (e. g. WEAR NPS units). Pragmatic on-the-
ground approaches will use non-invasive methodology, and concentrate on easily
discernible and repeatable metrics associated with body size traits, growth rates, and
annual population change.
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