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Two UM	 Stuudents	 Awardded	Jerrry	 O’Neeal Felloowshipp
for RR hh in	Glaacier	 NNational	Park	 esearc

The Jerrry O’Neal Fellowships, funnded throughh the Crown oof the Continnent Researcch Learning 
Center att Glacier Nattional Park, wwere announceed for studeent work in suummer 2014. . This studennt 
award is nnamed for thhe former deeputy superinntendent at GGlacier NP, inn honor of his dedication to 
science and research in the NPS. The competition is facilittated througgh the Rocky Mountains CCESU 
and was oopen to studeents at all of  the RM-CESSU universiti es. This yeaar’s Fellowshhip recipientss 
are: 

Wesley SSarmento, MM.Sc. Candiddate – 
Wildlife Biology, Uni versity of MMontana: 
Parks, Peeople, and P rey: Direct and 
Indirect Effects on Mountain Gooat Ecology 
in Glacierr National Park Wesley’ss study will 
help gain an understannding of how  mountain 
goats aree affected byy roads, peopple and 
predatorss, and adjaceent trails. Sttudy goals 
include: i ) assess howw goats use rooads and 
adjacent trails, ii) mapp the intensitty of 
interactioons with peo ple, and iii) ddevelop 
baseline ddata on effeccts of roads, adjacent tra ils and peoplle on goat di stribution annd behavior. 
Knowing mmore about tthe direct and indirect coonsequences oof the interaactions betw een goats annd 
people will help park mmanagers plan for multiple uses along the Going-too-the-Sun Rooad in Glacierr NP. 

Saarah Moody , M.A. Canddidate – Environmental SStudies, 
University of Montana: CC ng to the Pub Climatteommunicatin blic: 
Chhange in Glaacier Nationaal Park Saraah will producce 2-3 short 
videos to educcate the publlic on impact s of climate change on Gllacier 
NNational Park.   Potential toopics for thee videos incluude: how the 
melting glacierrs affect wa atershed funcction, the ef fects of climmate 
chhange on seleected wildlifee species, and how the Paark Service iss 
reesponding to climate channge by adapting their mannagement acttions. 
Saarah will use the videos tto showcase tthe landscappes of Glacierr NP, 
annd to dissem inate facts aabout climatee impacts. These videos wwill 
bee used to commmunicate w ith the publi c about how Glacier is 
chhanging and wwhat they ca an do to mitiggate the effeects of climaate 
chhange. 

As a requuirement of ttheir Fellows hips, Wesleyy and Sarah wwill provide aa final projecct report andd 
copies of any publicattions as a ressult of their research. Inn addition, thhey will prepaare a one-pagge, 
illustrateed project su mmary that will be featuured in a futuure RM-CESUU newsletterr. For more 
details coontact Lisa GGerloff, Execcutive Coordi nator of thee RM-CESU aat the Univerrsity of Monttana, 
at rmcesuu@umontana .edu. 


