
Project Summary 
Rocky Mountains Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit 

Project Title: CESU ROMO – Leadership, Coordination, and Administrative Oversight for 
the Rocky Mountains Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit 
 
Discipline: Interdisciplinary 
Type of Project: Technical Assistance/Education 
Funding Agency: National Park Service 
Other Partners/Cooperators: University of Montana  
Student Involvement: Yes 
Effective Dates: 09/01/2015 – 5/29/2019 
Funding Amount: $20,400 
 
Investigators and Agency Representative:  
NPS Contact: Thomas E. Fish, National Coordinator, CESU Network National Office, 1201 
Eye Street NW, Room #844, Washington, DC 20005; Tom_Fish@nps.gov 

Investigator: Mike Patterson, Associate Dean, College of Forestry and Conservation, The 
University of Montana, Forestry 109, Missoula, MT 59812, 406.243.5521, 
michael.patterson@umt.edu 
 
Co-Investigator: Lisa Gerloff, Executive Coordinator, RM-CESU, University of Montana, 
Missoula, MT 59812, 406-243-5346, lisa.gerloff@cfc.umt.edu 
 
Project Abstract:  This project supports the fundamental administration and coordination 
actions of the Rocky Mountains CESU and furthers the broader implementation of the CESU 
Network across the country, which fosters engagement among federal agencies and 
nonfederal partner institutions in collaborative natural and cultural resource science, 
education, and stewardship activities. The efforts of this CESU task agreement will help 
forge partnerships and projects that contribute significant advances in scientifically 
credible information, bolster understanding of resource management issues, stimulate 
development of usable knowledge, cultivate professional capacity development and 
educational opportunities for partners, students, and public sector professionals, and 
ultimately support informed decision-making for natural and cultural heritage 
conservation on public and private lands and waters. 
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