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Project Abstract: The objective of the proposed study is to examine the regeneration 
of aspen following a major fire (Cow Creek fire) in Rocky Mountain National Park. The 
large-scale fire event along with above average moisture conditions may create a rare 
window of opportunity for aspen sexual reproduction. We hypothesize that aspen forests 
have changed drastically since the early 1970s, and that changes will be greatest 
where multiple disturbances occurred. We further hypothesize that there will be no 
evidence of aspen sexual reproduction; i.e., that the abiotic factors are no longer 
viable for such reproductive events.  
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