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Project Abstract:

Beaver are a native species that are often considered to be a pest by the agricultural
community and many NPS staff. This small mammal is expanding its range, growing at an unknown
rate, and changing a cultural landscape in areas that are currently unacceptable to many staff
and park neighbors. This plan will aid managers in the thoughtful management of a native
species in an agricultural national park unit.

The NPS and Utah State University will work closely with Gary Swant (local ecologist) to
complete an Environmental Assessment (EA). The NPS will provide a current example of an EA,
all biological/ecological information, and access to printers/copiers as appropriate. Gary
Swant will submit an EA draft to the NPS and Ben Baldwin, Utah State University, by December
21, 2007 to give Ben Baldwin at least 12 weeks to review the document for content and
alignment with NEPA. Comments will be given back to Gary Swant (copied to the NPS) for
integration. A final draft EA will be submitted to the NPS by the June 1, 2008.

Outcomes with Completion Dates:
December 21, 2007: Draft an EA (Gary Swant).
March 31, 2008: Review content for alignment with NEPA and for content (Ben
Baldwin and assistant)
June 1, 2008: Final draft complete and submitted to NPS.
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