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Project Abstract: This study will focus on subsistence use of natural resources in and
around Denali National Park in the interior region of Alaska. The study will also
address ways in which identity is formed through use of natural resources. The
ecosystem of the area is highly variable and includes alpine and glacier regions in
the Alaska Range to wet and dry tundra areas with portions of forested environments
made up primarily of species of spruce, birch, and alder. The study area is
characterized by its remote location and by the four communities who are
representative of customary and traditional subsistence use communities by Denali
National Park and Preserve. Only one of the communities, the town of Cantwell, is
located on a road system. The latter three communities, Lake Minchumina, Nikolai, and
Telida are accessible only by airplane, boat, or snow machine during the winter
months. Given the cultural and economic connection of these communities to the land
and its resources, researchers believe the area provides the opportunity to study the
significance of subsistence use among Native and Euro-Americans. By gathering
information from many different perceptions of subsistence users, researchers believe
that this project would broaden state and federal definitions and understandings of
subsistence use and provide insight on relative management issues and policies.
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