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Project Abstract: 
The Greater Yellowstone Inventory and Monitoring Network (GRYN) seeks to monitor the 
long-term ecosystem health of Yellowstone National Park (YELL), Grand Teton National 
Park (GRTE) and Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area (BICA).  Over the course of 
the past year (2002-2004), the GRYN has undergone a process to identify and prioritize 
indicators—so-called “vital signs”—of ecosystem health in the parks.  Now that the 
indicators have been selected, we will describe monitoring objectives for each vital 
sign.  The cooperator at University of Wyoming will distill the scientific literature 
and describe the “soil biota” vital sign for the parks of the GRYN. This synthesis of 
existing information will summarize information on “below ground biota and processes” 
vital sign. 
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