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Project Abstract: This archeology survey area in Yellowstone NP is located approximately 6/10th of a 
mile north of Obsidian Cliff on the Mammoth to Norris segment of the Grand Loop Road in the 
northwestern portion of YNP, Wyoming. The southern portion of the site along the road corridor is 
bisected by the Grand Loop Road from a point just south of Apollinaris Spring past Lillypad Pond 
ending just north of Crystal Spring. The portion of the site bisected by the current road alignment 
is the only area of potential effect (APE) within this large site.  Proposed widening and 
reconstruction of this segment of road will impact any cultural resources onsite.  The portion of 
the site bisected by the road is the only area where archeological work will be conducted.  Phase 1 
of the data recovery consists of initial test excavations within the APE initially consisting of a 
series of shovel tests placed at 5 meter intervals for the entire length of the portion of the site 
bisected by the road alignment (approximately 900 meters), to be carried out in summer/fall 2008.  
The 40 cm diameter shovel tests would be excavated in 10-15 cm levels to establish the context of 
any recovered subsurface cultural materials.  It is estimated that approximately 360 shovel tests 
would be initially excavated within the APE. After the shovel tests are completed and time and 
money allow, there will be excavation of additional 10-40 1-meter by 1-meter test units to explore 
shovel tests yielding high artifact densities, uncovered features, and distinctive cultural layers.  
The results of the phase 1 excavations will be used to make recommendations concerning the amount 
and extent of phase 2 data recovery excavations 
 
Outcomes with Completion Dates: Preliminary Report on Shovel Test Results and Recommendations and 
Locations for Additional Excavations due in draft form by spring 2009 to inform the summer 2009 
field season. 
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