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This  late fall 2009 inventory of previously un-surveyed areas in the greater Mammoth developed 
area and the North Entrance and transportation area near the town of Gardiner, Montana was 
conducted in support of the park’s comprehensive planning program.  The survey, combined 



with previously conducted block archeological surveys and surveys associated with the roads in 
the Mammoth area provides the location of and information on the cultural sites, both prehistoric 
and historic, in the area.  It is important for park management to have this information prior to 
planning for the repairs and improvements to the infrastructure of buildings, utilities, and other 
services necessary to provide for the visitor’s use and enjoyment of the area.   Mammoth is the 
administrative center for Yellowstone National Park.   The buildings associated with both the 
Fort Yellowstone National Historic Landmark and the Mammoth Hot Springs Historic District 
have previously been documented and are listed on the National Register.  The North Entrance 
Road Historic District and the Mammoth to Tower segment of the Grand Loop Road Historic 
District, as they run through the Mammoth and Gardiner developed areas are also listed on the 
National Register.  The Yellowstone Park Transportation Company Historic District, an area of 
buildings near the town of Gardiner used by the concessionaire is eligible to be listed on the NR.  
But the survey of archeological sites within and between these developed areas was incomplete. 
The 2009 survey of approximately 390 acres filled in the missing information. 
 
This was a multi-year project conducted by the Office of the Wyoming State Archeologist 
(OWSA) through a cooperative agreement with the Rocky Mountain Cooperative Ecosystem 
Study Unit and the University of Wyoming Anthropology Department.  Archival research was 
conducted prior to and after the pedestrian inventory.  An estimated 120 hours of field 
documentation was completed under the survey management of Paul H. Sanders with four crew 
members, finishing the field work.  Elaine Skinner Hale, YNP archeologist assisted the crew 
with some inventory work, some research, coordination with the Rangers and Interpretation staff, 
and served as the Agreements Technical Representative, for a total of 40 hours.  An additional 
700 hours of work by the OWSA was conducted to complete the archival research, analysis of 
artifacts, curation of artifacts, production of the inventory report, cultural site forms, and site 
condition assessments.  No volunteers or services from other agencies were involved. 
 
Standard archeological field survey methods were used to conduct the inventory.  Shovel tests 
and 1 meter by 1 meter test excavation units were employed where necessary to better 
understand the contents and integrity of the sites.  Both prehistoric and historic archeological 
sites were documented with an important one being the sandstone quarry where the ashlar 
building stones for the 1900’s buildings of some of the Fort Yellowstone military encampment 
were quarried by Scottish stone masons. The associated wagon roads used for hauling stone from 
the quarry to Mammoth and the miners wagon road supplying the New World Mining District 
just outside the Northeast Entrance to the park were also documented.  The area where the first 
pre-park hot springs concession, McQuirk’s Hot Springs Baths was investigated but since the 
baths were removed in 1872 at the formation of YNP, there is no evidence of the structure 
remaining.    Eight (8) new sites were documented and two (2) old sites were revisited and the 
site documentation updated and condition assessments completed.   Although specific site 
information is not available to the general public, the information can be used to develop 
interpretative material for the development of the Mammoth area. 
 
The cost of the project was $42,513 with direct costs to the OWSA being $36,181 and the RM-
CESU indirect costs being $6,332.  The funds came from the ONPS Park Base for 
Environmental Quality with all of the project costs being obligated in 2009 for the cooperative 
agreement. 



 
 
 


