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Researcher: Brandon Chapman, Washington State University - Dept. of Anthropology
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Project Abstract: Through this project, Washington State University will work
cooperatively with the National Park Service to prepare a historical study of changes
in economic and natural resource management at GRKO in southwest Montana, focusing on
its first half-century of operation. Works on the Ffirst ranch owners, Johnny Grant and
Conrad Kohrs, along with numerous primary sources on-file at GRKO provide frequent
entries during this period. Archived local and regional newspapers provide further
stories of daily life, management practices, and transactions at the ranch. The
researchers will also access correspondence from George Lane of the Bar U Ranch in
Alberta, Canada, and will then write a second report concerning the linkages between
Kohrs and Lane. As part of the project, Chapman, a Washington State University
doctorate student, will perform archival research on-site and for additional library
study over an 18-month period. The student and Pl will then edit and co-author a
report together for the NPS.

Outcomes with Completion Dates:
Final report due by 12/31/2009
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