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Project Abstract: The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has the
responsibility of conducting and overseeing soil surveys of the U.S. Soils data is an
important component of available ground observations that could potentially contribute
to downscaling and validating climate and water balance hydrologic models developed by
the work group of Dr. Kelsey Jencso and the Montana Climate Office. The NRCS is
currently engaged in a soil survey of Glacier National Park, Montana. Observations of
the soils will contribute to assessing the water holding capacity and other hydrologic
properties of soils in the park. Information derived from the soil observations will
contribute to soil water balance models as they relate to climate and the distribution
of vegetation. Information from the climate models may provide added-value in
understanding the broader trends of climatic impacts on soil and vegetation
relationships in the water and energy-limiting systems within mountainous areas of
western Montana.
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