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Project Abstract: The objective of this study is monetizing the economic values of 
ecosystem services supplied by freshwater mussels in the Upper Delaware River.  Will 
explore the potential use of our study value estimates and statistical valuation 
function within the context of the Delaware Decision Support System. Expected results 
will help resources managers, state and local government officials, and the academic 
community better understand the economic implications of management decisions and 
changes to this pristine river system. 
 
The project will be carried out in close partnership with USGS researchers during the 
valuation of ecosystem services derived from mussels in the Delaware River. USGS and 
the CESU partner will work together to (1) jointly develop a stated preference survey 
instrument and analysis methods for estimating societal benefits of services, (2) the 
dataset collected will be used in an econometric analysis, (3) provide monetary 
valuation of ecosystem services derived from mussels, and (4) collaboratively write a 
final report and one journal article. Sharing and dissemination of all data and 
reporting will follow USGS guidelines for data management and peer review, and will be 
done in a collaborative manner. 
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