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Project Abstract: The goal of this research is to investigate the effects of plague on survival rates and 
other population attributes of not only the Peñasco least chipmunk, but also of associated rodent 
species that may be the reservoirs for plague. Goals will be to determine whether plague intervention 
can result in population growth for the remaining population of chipmunks, and a spinoff benefit will be 
a better understanding of the ecology of this disease with additional ramifications for human and 
environmental health.  
 
Objectives include: 
1. Identify effects of plague on Peñasco least chipmunks and provide recommendations for reducing 
impacts of plague on this imperiled species.  
2. Identify effects of plague on associated small mammal species.  
3. Evaluate the effectiveness of insecticides and vaccines for flea control and plague mitigation.  
4. Provide management recommendations to appropriate professional organizations, including local, 
State, regional and Federal agencies  
 
 


