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Project Abstract:

The boreal toad (Bufo boreas) is rare over much of its range and declines have been documented or are suspected
in many areas of the West, including the northern Rocky Mountains. Surveys of >2000 waterbodies in western
Montana since 1997 have found breeding populations at <5% of sites. According to historic accounts, the boreal
toad was once considered common or abundant in western Montana. Recent evidence from Glacier NP has linked
presence of B. boreas with wildfire. We plan to examine whether habitat alteration resulting from wildfires
explain colonization of these areas by toads. We will conduct a study of habitat use by adult B. boreas using radio

telemetry and analysis of biophysical requirements and constraints to compare burned and unburned habitats.

Outcomes with completion dates (reports, publications, workshops, videos, etc.):
An interim report, with preliminary data analysis will be submitted to NRMSC by 31 December 2004.

By June 2005 a Master Thesis will be completed and will be considered the final report.
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