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Project Abstract:  Evaluation of vegetation and soil ecosystem functions provides 
direct indication of habitat quality; impacts form energy development, and changes 
from management actions or weather and climate.  The study area provides critical 
wildlife habitat and experiences intensive energy development and other human use and 
impact.  Results of work from this research will be applicable across the Rocky 
Mountain region, which is experiencing increased human-use and impacts, including 
energy development, and climate change.  Effective realization of the research 
programs potential requires an interdisciplinary approach and leveraging of previous 
experiences. 
 
The primary objective is to support ongoing and future work by collecting new data and 
managing analyzing expansive, existing data sets that include vegetation species 
composition and structure, temporal and spatial phenology responses, and 
characterization of soils and animal use. Essential to meeting this core objective is 
effective data management.  Data management systems that meet and exceed agency 
standards are critical to keep research relevant and translate data into useful and 
used information. 
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