
Announcement on the NPS-BRMD intranet site: 
Plant Identification Service  
http://www1.nrintra.nps.gov/brmd/invasivespecies/Plant_ID_Service.cfm 

   

 

Having trouble identifying a plant?  
Is it an invasive? 
Wish someone could tell you what it is? 
You are in luck……… 

There are numerous resources available to help you identify plants.  The best place to 
start is with your local extension office or local university.   You can’t beat local expertise 
and convenience.  We have compiled a list of herbarium resources which can help get 
you started.   If your local options are not proving fruitful, there is a new option for you.  
The Invasive Plant Management Program has initiated a program that provides parks 
and NPS staff with a free service for identifying plants.  The invasive plant program has 
contracted with Center for Environmental Management of Military Lands (CEMML), in 
Fort Collins, Colorado to allow for specimens collected in project areas/park units to be 
submitted for identification.  This service is available immediately. 
 
Instructions for Submitting a Specimen:  

 Collect as complete a specimen as possible and press to preserve.  For specific 
requirements, click here  

 Complete field identification form as thoroughly as possible.   
 Mail pressed specimen directly to CEMML lab in a secure envelope with field 

identification form and mailt to:  
 
Center for Environmental Management of Military Lands 
C/O Nancy Hastings 
1490 Campus Delivery 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523-1490 



 Wait to hear from the lab about your mystery plant, usually within 1 – 2 days of 
receiving specimen.  

Additional Plant Id Resources 
If you cannot get a specimen in the mail, here are some additional resources for more 
local plant identification services: 

 Plant Diagnostic Information System: Provides links to local and regional labs 
http://www.pdis.org/  

 Consortium of Northeast Herbaria: listing of herbaria in the NE United States 
http://neherbaria.org/newhampshire  

 Index Herbariorum: A Global Directory of Public Herbaria and Associated Staff 
http://sciweb.nybg.org/science2/IndexHerbariorum.asp  

 Collection of information on herbaria on the web 
http://www.amnh.org/learn/biodiversity_counts/know_more/w_herbaria.htm  

 Southeast Regional Network of Expertise and Collections                              
http://www.sernec.org/  

General information on plant identification and botany 

 http://invasivespecies.nbii.gov/expertise.html  
 http://www.weedcenter.org/management/weed_id.html  
 http://twig.tamu.edu/weedid.htm  
 http://www.botany.org/  
 http://plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/identification.html  
 http://plants.usda.gov/  
 http://plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/websites/weeds.html  
 http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/factmain.htm  
 http://www.invasive.org/  
 The Nature Conservancy’s wiki page: 

http://invasipedia.ucdavis.edu/doku.php/main_page  

Even more information on how to get help identifying plants 

 Call your local university extension service to see if they provide id services or 
can recommend someone  

 Call your local nurseries to see if they recommend any local services  



______________________________________________________________________ 
Tips for proper specimen collection: 

 Press the specimen in newspaper and ship flat between two pieces of cardboard 
if possible.  It does not have to be dry when mailed.  It will dry along the way.  
PLANTS IN PLASTIC BAGS TEND TO GET MOLDY.  *Aquatic plants should 
be dried somewhat before mailing.  

 If there is more than one plant species, treat each separately.  Press flat 
separately.   

 Plants should be arranged on the paper for pressing so that all plant parts are 
visible (like an herbarium specimen!).  Include fruits, flowers, and even roots 
whenever possible.  

 Include pertinent information about location, conditions, growth habit, and other 
observations.  

 It is recommended to retain a sample so you will know which plant was identified.  

*Helpful tips: 

 Make specimen as flat as possible  
 Include roots if possible.  If roots are too bulky to press, take photo.  
 Sample specimen when fruiting or flowering  
 Tie/secure cardboard pieces together securely so specimen does not move 

around  
 Fill out field form with as much information as you have.  

For any questions about this service, please contact: Louisa Gibson, 
Louisa_Gibson@partner.nps.gov , 970-267-7290 

 


