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Project Abstract:  
Project goals: The goal of this research is to examine how L. draba and R. repens interact with other plants and insects (both 
herbivores and parasitoids) in the communities where they have invaded and how these interactions are influenced by 
differences in water availability. 
 
Project objectives: Specific objectives include: 
Objective 1: conduct common garden and reciprocal transplant studies to establish how geographic variation in these plants 
leads to their large distributions and array of plant-insect interactions  
Objective 2: conduct greenhouse studies that explore the key features of invasiveness of these plants (i.e., tolerance/resistance 
to herbivory, response to water availability, clonal growth). 
Objective 3: conduct surveys that explore how plants respond to herbivores and different environments throughout parts of 
the invasion range. 
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