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Project Abstract:  
Project goals: The goal of this project is to evaluate the role of an exotic herbivore in the population dynamics and distribution 
of a native carnivore. Results of this project will be used to inform management of valued game species in Nevada and other 
western states.   
 
Project objectives:  
1. To determine relative proportion of mountain lion diet consisting of feral horses versus other ungulate prey in two feral 
horse populations in Nevada. 
2. To test whether mountain lions prey-switch to bighorn sheep or increase predation rates on mule deer following removal of 
feral horses. 
3. To determine effect of feral horse removal on mountain lion productivity and kitten survival. 
4. To determine effect of feral horse removal on movement and home range of mountain lions. 
 


