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NRSM 571  International Conservation and Development (ICD) 
(CRN 75265)   Tuesday/Thursday 3:30-5, 3 credits, online 

 

Instructor: 
Instructor: Jill Belsky, Professor, Dept of Society & Conservation 
email: jill.belsky@umontana.edu 
student meetings by appointment/remote 
 

Course Description 
Debates about conservation and development have been brewing for decades.  Today the issue is not about 
whether something needs to be done towards how humans across the globe understand and interact with 
nature, but what and how?  Indeed, there is growing recognition that human influence on the environment has 
come to dominate all nonhuman processes to the point that the 21st century represents a distinct era in the 
geological record:  the Anthropocene.  Anthropogenic climate change has become for many the clincher in 
demonstrating the need to rethink and reorient how we behave.  For some, the ensuing debate focuses on how 
to reduce our (global) carbon emissions and transition to a green economy.  While not disagreeing, others 
contend the discussion must go deeper to critically question the relationship between humans and nature itself, 
and the particular force of humans’ impact on nature (including “conservation”) through the dominant form of 
economy practiced around the globe: capitalism.  The influence of the latter is so pervasive that some argue the 
term “anthropocene” should be replaced by “capitalocene.” 
 
The literature as well as positions on the Anthropocene conservation debate have exploded over the past 
decade. In this graduate seminar, we cannot possibly examine all of the issues.  Instead, my objective is to 
identify some of the key debates about conservation and development within a global context.  These entail 
both instrumental and critical perspectives: instrumental refers to examining issues related to the 
implementation of programs and practices, whereas critical focuses on revealing the underlying and often 
problematic assumptions and intent behind policy and revealed in particular practices including conflicts.  
 
Admittedly, your instructor’s education as a rural, environmental and development sociologist with extensive 
field research in the South (Philippines, Indonesia, Belize and Bhutan) and in Western Montana influence the 
choice of approach, topics and readings.  These are strongly shaped by my commitment to the approach of 
political ecology.  Political ecology is a social-ecological systems perspective that is built around critical social 
theory.  It approaches human relations with nature as inseparable from social relations of power, to the need for 
post-colonial methodologies and to social and environmental justice entailing structural political-economic and 
cultural transformations to address global environmental problems.   From my interpretation of the academic 
debates and these personal commitments and experiences over the past 35 years, I focus this class around two 
forces that I see as paramount.  The first pertains to debates over human-nature dichotomies and the second, 
over combining conservation with contemporary capitalism (which is what is meant today by development).  
As we will see in this course, the different combinations of these positions lead to different stances towards 
“conservation” and “development,” including how and if they should be integrated or not, and in case of the 
latter, under what conditions.  Throughout the course, I also encourage all of us to draw out implications of 
these debates for practical and political challenges of conducting ICD research, both in light of key forces we will 
discuss and the covid-19 pandemic and its aftermaths. 
 

mailto:jill.belsky@uontana.edu
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Given the realities of the Covid-19 pandemic, this course is taught entirely on-line.  I agree this is not ideal, but I 
consider it the safest modality for all of us.  Please bear with me, the rest of the class, and the remote 
technology as we move through the semester; all suggestions for improving any of these dimensions are highly 
appreciated and should be emailed to the instructor.  As I think fitting given all the uncertainties, there may be 
changes along the way as we need to adapt to changing conditions.  But I promise to communicate these well in 
advance and seek your input as much as I can. 
 
In light of the above, I have tried to structure the course with flexibility.  For the majority of the semester, for 
each “Tuesday” class you will watch a lecture by myself or a guest lecturer or a video – all of which you can view 
according to your own schedule.  When they entail a powerpoint presentation I will have the powerpoint 
available on our moodle page ahead of the lecture.  Sometimes there will be two or more assigned for the week; 
this is because the schedule of classes for the semester require additional contact/assignment to meet 
requirements.  We will discuss these along with assigned readings for that week in a zoom call on the scheduled 
Thursday time (3:30-5pm).  Please note that I have scheduled the last two weeks of the class as zoom meetings 
on both Tuesday and Thursday class times.  For those who cannot make the Tuesday time, (with class 
permission) I will record and upload the discussion to our class moodle page.  Or if many have conflicts for the 
Tuesday time, another option is we can reschedule when everyone can meet --  we can decide this together 
later on. 
 
My goal for the lectures and videos is to provide background and examples on the topic scheduled for that 
week, specifically to clarify terms, provide intellectual context, and highlight major themes and debates that we 
will take up through discussion on Thursdays.  You will get the most of the class if you watch the lecture/videos, 
read all assigned readings (as early in the week as possible), think seriously about the questions submitted to Jill 
on each Wed (discussed below), and come to each Thursday zoom class prepared to ask questions, examine, 
analyze, and (over time) contribute to the group developing a critical understanding of the topics.  
 

Student Learning Outcomes/Objectives 
Students successfully completing the course will: 

• Acquire an understanding of contemporary debates and positions within the field of ICD 
• Develop knowledge to think critically about key terms and approaches in ICD (i.e., definitions of and 

tensions in defining and reconciling conservation and development; 
• Begin applying acquired knowledge to develop a final paper which will inform your Master’s thesis or 

professional paper; and 
• Begin identifying issues related to conducting research (especially field research) in an international 

setting 

Readings 
All readings are available from UM Moodle (Moodle Login Page  --  login with your username/password and 
listed under NRSM 571). These include articles published in journals as well as book chapters and from the 
internet.  For some weeks, I include an “Additional” section that are not required, but are either classics or 
suggested further reading on topics.  We can always add to this list.  As such I encourage you to email Jill any 
resources you think relevant and I will upload them to our additional reading lists. 
 
Assigned readings include chapters from the following books (available from our moodel page).  We will not be 
reading the entire books.  I consider these to be key references in the field.  You may purchase them on your 
own, they would be stellar additions to your personal library, but it is up to you: 

http://umonline.umt.edu/
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• On Development:  McMichael, P. 2016. Development and Social Change: A Global Perspective. Thousand 
Oaks: SAGE Publications (6th edition). (But any earlier edition is fine too) 

• On Political Ecology:  Robbins, P. [any edition, we will read portions from 2012]. Political Ecology: A 
Critical Introduction.  Oxford: Wily-Blackwell. 

• On Social Institutions/Governance:  Cleaver, F. 2012.  Development Through Bricolage:  Rethinking 
Institutions for Natural Resource Management.  London and NY: Routledge. 

• On Conservation and Development Through a Political Ecology Perspective: Buscher, B. and Fletcher, 
R.  2020.  The Conservation Revolution:  Radical Ideas for Saving Nature Beyond the Anthropocene. 
London and NY: Verso. 

 

Grading, Evaluation and Due Dates 
The course may be taken for either a traditional letter grade or credit/no credit (also known as pass/fail).  The 
decision is up to you.  I encourage you to discuss the grading option with your graduate committee advisor. You 
need to let the registrar know your choice of grading.  See below for evaluation criteria for the two grading 
options. 
 
Credit/No Credit [pass/fail] 

• Participation/Weekly Questions   100%  throughout the semester 

Traditional Letter Grade: 
• Participation/Weekly Questions   30%   throughout the semester 
• Final paper abstract and short bibliography  20%  Sept 24  (word doc, email to Jill) 
• Final paper50%  Nov 25 (or before) 

Total 100% 

Participation/Weekly Questions 
All students in the class should expect to do all assignments as pertaining to grade option, hand in weekly 
question set and attend zoom meetings as scheduled, unless an emergency and/or other arrangements made 
(i.e., if you class conflicts during the last two weeks when we will be meeting on zoom for tues/thurs classes). 
 
All class participants should email Jill by the end of each Wed at least 1-2 observations/questions that pertain to 
the lecture/video and 1-3 observations/questions related to assigned readings. These should reflect a serious 
grappling with the material, and may entail anything from point out something important to you or requesting 
clarification, background on intellectual genealogy, and/or theoretical or practical considerations.  Feel free to 
also include additional background or context if you need to illuminate your observation/question, but please 
try and keep each submission to less than 2 pages.  I will review them before our Thursday zoom call, and refer 
to them in our discussions. These will be an extremely important means for me (and others) to know what are 
relevant concerns and questions for each of you, so please give them considerable thought.  

Final Paper 
Those choosing to receive a letter grade in the course will need to turn in a final paper.  The topic of your final 
paper should relate to a dimension of international conservation and development. It may address a new topic 
or approach not discussed in class, or deepen a debate regarding something we have discussed; it may speak to 
a theoretical and/or philosophical issue, methodological or something related to moving practical action 
forward.  You may also do a critical bibliography on a topic new to you entailing reading, summarizing and 
identifying where the different literatures fit within the literature and debates in the field, and your own view of 
their contributions building on insights from class readings.  This latter format may be particularly useful for 
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those of you just beginning your graduate program and unsure of your thesis topic and its literature. While I 
strongly encourage you to select a topic and approach that relates to your interest, ideally to a potential 
thesis/professional paper, you need to connect your topic, and how you are approaching it, within the context 
of class readings, themes and debates. You are also encouraged to work with the instructor to assist you at any 
stage of the final paper; please email me to schedule a call or zoom meeting.  
 
The abstract should consist of a tentative title, 1-3 paragraphs of clear description of the underlying question or 
debate entailing how you will address the topic, but recognizing that this will change as you engage further with 
the class.  It should also include a bibliography of at least 5 references that you have identified as relevant to the 
topic/question (to make sure there are sufficient resources for you to complete the paper).  Please think 
carefully about your topic and do not change it after the abstract and bibliography have been submitted. 
 

Final papers should be 10-15 pages (including references), typed in double-spaced, 11-12 point font, and 
properly referenced (any social science style e.g., APA or ASA is acceptable as long as you follow it consistently). 
These formats will have you cite your sources in text (last name of the author and the year is fine, include page 
number if using a direct quotation) and in a bibliography or reference list at the end of the paper. Your final 
paper will be evaluated on clarity of topic and question(s) asked, thoroughness of literature review, compelling 
case if an argument is being made, and overall quality of organization and writing. 

Useful Web Sources: 
POLLEN (Political ecology network).  

[excellent documentaries] 
Center for International Forestry Research (includes the former world agroforestry center)  (CIFOR)  
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) 
Institute of Development Studies (IDS) 
Rights and Resources  
 
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between students with 
disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students (DSS). If you think you may have a disability that 
adversely affects your academic performance, and you have not already registered with DSS, please contact DSS 
in Lommasson 154 or 406-243-2243. I will work with you and DSS to provide appropriate accommodation.  
 
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the 
course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with the 
Student Conduct Code.  
 
Respect and civility.  We all have our own filters, experiences and triggers. Active listening and showing respect 
for others’ views are paramount in this class; as is being sensitive to taking a fair share of time for talking in 
class. 
  
Changes to the syllabus. While the basic structure and required assignments in the course will not change, as 
noted above, given the uncertainty of so many things during a global pandemic, and in pursuit of flexibility and 
adaptation, there could be changes (or additions) in readings or the schedule.  All changes will be communicated 
clearly.  I encourage students to share articles and other resources relevant to the class with me and the class 
throughout the semester, which Jill will post on moodle.  AND please let me know if I can do anything to 
accommodate your schedules and lives during this uncertain and stressful time!! 
 

https://politicalecologynetwork.org/welcome/
https://politicalecologynetwork.org/documentaries-and-podcasts/
https://www.cifor.org/
http://www.icimod.org/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/
https://rightsandresources.org/en/#.XRo6W-hKhPY
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Course Schedule 

Aug 20   Introduction to the Course, Each Other and International Conservation & Development (ICD) 
In this first meeting, we will review the syllabus and the subject of ICD. Who are we, why are we here, what do 
we want to learn in this course?  

Foundational Processes and Perspectives 

Aug 25 
Getting Personal, Getting Political: ICD Research and Action Through the Lens of Political Ecology 
Lecture by Dr Jill Belsky 
 
Readings 

• Belsky, Jill M. 1993. Household Food Security, Farm Trees and Agroforestry: A Comparative Study in 
Indonesia and the Philippines. Human Organization 52(2):130-141. 

• Wisner, B. 2015. Speaking truth to power: a personal account of activist political ecology. In: 
Perreault, T., Bridge, G., and McCarthy, J. 2015. The Routledge Handbook of Political Ecology. Oxon 
and N.Y., Routledge. Chap 3, p. 53-63. 

• Robbins, P. 2012. Political Ecology: A Critical Introduction.  Oxford:  Blackwell Pub.  chaps. 1-2. 
• Kepe, T, J.Bissonnette, and D.J. Roberts.  2008. Why are students attracted to political ecology? 

Environment and Planning A. 40:  2   - 254. 
 
Additional: 

• To see where political ecology fits within the “conservation social sciences” see the following: Roth, p50-
55, on political ecology 

Aug 27  Discussion (with Dr Siebert)  

Sept 1 Co-Evolved Ethno-Biosphere 
Guest Lecture Dr. Stephen Siebert, Emeritus Professor, Forest Management, UM (and founder of the ICD 
option/Master’s Program in Resource Conservation) 
 
Readings 

• Balée, W. 2013. Cultural Forests of the Amazon: A Historical Ecology of People and their Landscapes. 
Univ. of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa, AL. pp. 174-184. 

• Davis, W. 2007. Light at the Edge of the World. Douglass & McIntyre,Vancouver. pp. 1-14 & 183-202. 
• Siebert, S. and J. Belsky. 2014. Historic livelihoods and land uses as ecological disturbances and their role 

in enhancing biodiversity: An example from Bhutan. Biological Conservation 177:82-89. 
• Stocking, M. 1995. Soil erosion in developing countries: where geomorphology fears to tread! Catena 

25:253-267. 
• Willis, K.; L. Gillson, T. Brncic. 2004. How “virgin” is virgin rainforest. Science 304:402-403. 

 

Sept 3  Discussion (with Dr Siebert)  
 

https://mrnathanjbennett.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/bennett-roth-et-al-2015-the-conservation-social-sciences-final_small.pdf
https://mrnathanjbennett.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/bennett-roth-et-al-2015-the-conservation-social-sciences-final_small.pdf
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Sept 8  Historic Land Uses and Legacies:  Biophysical Principles and Practices 
Guest Lecture Dr. Stephen Siebert, Emeritus Professor, Forest Management, UM 
 
Readings 

• Bowman, D. and G. Lehman. 2020. Australia, you have unfinished business. It’s time to let our ‘fire 
people’ care for this land. The Conversation May 27, 2020. 

• Nabhan, G. 1997. Cultures of Habitat: On Nature, Culture and Story. Counterpoint, Washington, D.C. 
pp. 43-56. 

• Perfecto, I.; R. Rice; R. Greenberg and M. Van der Voort. 1996. Shade coffee: a disappearing refuge for 
biodiversity. BioScience 46: 598-608. 

• Siebert, S. and J. Belsky. 2017. Keeping ecological disturbance on the land:  Recreating Swidden Effects 
in Bhutan. In: M. Cairns (ed.). Shifting Cultivation Policies: Balancing Environmental and Social 
Sustainability. CABI, London. pp. 460-469.  

• Xu, J., L. Lebel, J. Sturgeon. 2009. Functional links between biodiversity, livelihoods, and culture in a 
Hani swidden landscape in southwest China.  Ecology and Society 14(2):20. 

 

Sept 10  Discussion 
 

Sept 15  From Colonialism to Globalized “Development” Projects:  What is Valued? 
Lecture by Dr Jill Belsky 
Lecture by Marilyn Waring  
 
Readings 

• McMichael 2016 chapters 1-4 
 
Additional: 
Lecture by Dr. Tania Li (2017)  There is no one trajectory of development  
 

Sept 17  Discussion 
 

Sept 22 Feminist/Peoples’ Environmental and Food Movements:  Greenbelt and La Via Campesina 
Watch video “Taking Roots: The Vision of Wangari Maathai” 
Watch Phil McMichael, “Connecting local struggle with Global Activism in the Intergovernance Arena: The 
Importance of the Food Sovereignty Narrative”  
 
Readings 

• McMichael 2016 p169-178, chapters 7-8  
• Edelman, Mark, T Weis, A Baviskar, SM. Borras Jr, E HoltGiménez, D Kandiyoti & W Wolford (2014) 

Introduction: critical perspectives on food sovereignty, Journal of Peasant  
Studies, 41:6, 911-931, To link to this article:  

• Purdy, J. 2015. Environmentalism’s Racist History.  Atlantic. Downloaded July 30, 2020  
• The Economist, July 11-17th 2020 (print edition) – two articles on “The New Ideology of Race” 

Sept 24  Discussion 

https://www.marilynwaring.com/media/video.asp
https://undisciplinedenvironments.org/2017/05/02/there-is-no-one-trajectory-of-development-tania-murray-li/
https://mrnathanjbennett.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/bennett-roth-et-al-2015-the-conservation-social-sciences-final_small.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUtOz59xiyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUtOz59xiyA
https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2014.963568
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/environmentalisms-racist-history
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Conservation and Development Approaches and Debates 

Sept 29  The Contested Nature of Conservation through Protected Areas 
Lecture by Dr Jill Belsky 
 
Readings 

• (Background/skim) IUCN on protected areas:  
• Brockington D, Wilkie D. 2015 Protected areas and poverty. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. B 370: 20140271.  
• Cronon, W. 1996.  The trouble with wilderness; or Getting back to the wrong nature.  In Uncommon 

Ground:  Toward Reinventing Nature, W. Cronon (ed.).  W.W. Norton and Co. p. 69-90. 
• Sandbrook, C. 2015. What is conservation? Oryx 49: 565–566. 

 
Additional: 

• Pearce, D. 2018 Sparing vs Sharing: The Great Debate Over How to Protect Nature, Yale 360 
Environment, 

• (skim)  
• Vandergeest, P. 1997. Rethinking property. Common Property Resource Digest. 41, p.4-6. 
• Robbins, P. 2012. Political Ecology: A Critical Introduction.  Oxford:  Blackwell Pub. chaps 3, 5,6,8  

Oct 1  Discussion 

 

Oct 6  Conservation Conflicts: Case Study in Lore-Lindu National Park, Indonesia 
Guest Lecture Dr. Stephen Siebert, Emeritus Professor, Forest Management, UM 
 
Readings 

• Li, Tanya Murray.  2007. The Will to Improve: Governmentality, Development, and the Practice of 
Politics.  Duke University Press, chap 3 

• Dove, M. 1993.  A revisionist view of tropical deforestation and development.  Environmental 
Conservation 20, p. 17-24. 

 
Additional: 

•  Berkes, F. 1999. Context of traditional ecological knowledge.  In: Berkes, F. 199. Sacred Ecology, Taylor 
and Francis, p3-15. 

Oct 8  Discussion 

Oct 13  Integrating Conservation and Development: Communities in Conservation 
Watch video Community Ecotourism in Gales Pt (Produced by Outside TV, 2000) – link to be provided 
Watch (very short) video on wild harvesting  
 
Readings 

• Belsky, Jill M. and Victoria Sturtevant.  2008. Community-based Forest Management.  In: 
Encyclopedia of Forests and Forestry in the Americas. 
http://forestryencyclopedia.jot.com/WikiHome/Community- based%20Management 

• Belsky, J.M. 1999. Misrepresenting communities: the politics of community-based rural 
ecotourism in Gales Point Manatee, Belize. Rural Sociology 64(4): 641–666. 

https://www.iucn.org/theme/protected-areas/about
http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2014.0271
https://e360.yale.edu/features/sparing-vs-sharing-the-great-debate-over-how-to-protect-nature
https://e360.yale.edu/features/sparing-vs-sharing-the-great-debate-over-how-to-protect-nature
https://undisciplinedenvironments.org/2016/12/22/protecting-nature-in-an-unequal-world/
https://youtu.be/CKbtObiR1mA
http://forestryencyclopedia.jot.com/WikiHome/Community-based%20Management
http://forestryencyclopedia.jot.com/WikiHome/Community-based%20Management
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• Stasja Koot, 12 February 2019, Trophy Hunting for Conservation and Development? 
• Dressler, W, Buscher, B, Schoon, M, Brockington, D, Hayes, T, Kull, C.A., McCarthy, J. and 

Shrestha, K. 2010. From hope to crisis and back again? A critical history of the global CBNRM 
narrative.  Environmental Conservation 37: 5-15. 
 

Additional: 
• Borrini-Feyerabend, G. and J. Campese. 2017. Self-strengthening ICCAs –guidance on a process 

and resources for custodian indigenous peoples and local communities - draft for use by GSI 
partners. https://www.iccaconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/ICCA-SSP-Guidance-
Document-14-March.pdf. Accessed on May 22, 2019 

• Lecture by Jill Belsky (2017)  “Creating community forests in Bhutan and Montana.”  
 

Oct 15  Discussion 

Oct 20  Social Institutions in Environmental Governance 
Lecture by Dr. Jill Belsky 
Lecture by Dr. Elinor Ostrom, 2012 Hayek Lecture: Prof Elinor Ostrom speaks on market failure and government 
regulation   
 
Readings 

• Cleaver, F. 2012.  Development Through Bricolage:  Rethinking Institutions for Natural Resource 
Management.  London and NY: Routledge. chaps 1,2,4,5 [note we will focus on these chapters, but more 
chapters are included in two pdfs] 

• Belsky, J.M. and A. Barton. 2018. Constitutionality in Montana: A decade of institution building in 
the Blackfoot Community Conservation Area. Human Ecology 46(1), 79-89 
 

Additional: 
• Partelow, S. 2018. A review of the social-ecological systems framework: applications, methods, 

modifications, and challenges. Ecology and Society 23(4):36. 
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-10594-230436 

• Watch Dr. Elinor Ostrom, give The Prize Lecture   
 

Oct 22  Discussion 

Oct 27  Market-Based Conservation (Includes PES, Green Neoliberalism, Neoliberal Conservation) 
Lecture by Dr Jill Belsky 
Watch video:  Buyer be Fair    
 
Readings 

[Background on Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES)] 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Payment_for_ecosystem_services#:~:text=Payments%20for%20ecosyste
m%20services%20(PES,some%20sort%20of%20ecological%20service. 
Igoe et al., 2009. Problematising Neoliberal Biodiversity Conservation: Displaced and Disobedient 
Knowledge 
Fairhead , J., Melissa Leach & Ian Scoones (2012) Green Grabbing: a new appropriation of nature?, 
Journal of Peasant Studies, 39:2, 237-261, DOI: 10.1080/03066150.2012.671770 
Financialization of Nature [Friends of the Earth International) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bkek5hj8N1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xta1vPkSjk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xta1vPkSjk4
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/economic-sciences/2009/ostrom/lecture/
https://youtu.be/8DP0nfqMskM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Payment_for_ecosystem_services#:%7E:text=Payments%20for%20ecosystem%20services%20(PES,some%20sort%20of%20ecological%20service.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Payment_for_ecosystem_services#:%7E:text=Payments%20for%20ecosystem%20services%20(PES,some%20sort%20of%20ecological%20service.
https://www.currentconservation.org/issues/problematising-neoliberal-biodiversity-conservation-displaced-and-disobedient-knowledge/
https://www.currentconservation.org/issues/problematising-neoliberal-biodiversity-conservation-displaced-and-disobedient-knowledge/
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Additional: 
• Acciaioli, G & Suraya Afiff (2018) Neoliberal Conservation in Central Kalimantan, Indonesia, Indonesia and 

the Malay World, 46:136, 241-262, DOI: 10.1080/13639811.2018.1531968 
• Belsky, J.M. 2015. Community Forestry in Bhutan and Montana: Comparative Engagements 

with Market Forces. Forest Policy and Economics. 58, 29-36. 
 

Oct 29  Discussion 

Nov 3  Capitalism and Climate Change 
Watch video: This changes everything, Naomi Klein  
 
Additional: 
[lecture by Naomi Klein available] 
 
Readings 
• Gardner, B. 2020.  Ocean Justice: Where Social Equity and the Climate Fight Intersect. Yale Environment 

360. downloaded 7.19.2020 
• Nightingale, Andrea, Siri Eriksen , Marcus Taylor, Timothy Forsyth , Mark Pelling, Andrew Newsham, Emily 

Boyd , Katrina Brow, Blane Harvey, Lindsey Jones, Rachel Bezner Kerr, Lyla Mehta, Lars Otto Naess, David 
Ockwell, Ian Scoones, Thomas Tanner & Stephen Whitfield (2020) Beyond Technical Fixes: climate solutions 
and the great derangement, Climate and Development, 12:4, 343-352, DOI: 10.1080/17565529.2019.1624495 

• Taylor, M. 2015. The Political Ecology of Climate Change Adaptation: Livelihoods, Agrarian Change and 
its Conflicts of Development.  London and NY:  Earthscan from Routledge.  Chap Conclusion. 

• Wyborn, C., L. Yung, D. Murphy and D.R. Williams. 2015. Situating adaptation: how governance 
challenges and perceptions of uncertainty influence adaptation in the Rocky Mountains. Reg. 
Environmental Change 15: 669-682. 
 

Nov 5 Discussion 

Towards Radical Conservation Innovation and Transformation 
 

Nov 10  The end or beginning of Sustainability, Resilience, Convivial Conservation or …?  
Tuesday ZOOM Class Discussion 
 
Readings 

• Adams, B. 2009 (3rd ed). The Dilemmas of Sustainability, In: Green Development: Environment and 
Sustainability in a Developing World.  Routledge, chap 1 

• Rose, J. and A. Cachelin. 2018. Critical sustainability: incorporating critical theories into contested 
sustainabilities.  Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences 8:518–525. 

• Benson, M.H. and R.K. Craig. 2017. The End of Sustainability. University Press of Kansas. Chaps 2 & 3 
• Scones, I., Stirling, A., Abrol, D., Atela, J., Charli-Joseph, L., Eakin, H., Ely, A., Olsson, P., Pereira, L., 

Priya, R., van Zwanenberg, P. and Yang, L. 2018. Transformations to Sustainability, STEPS Working 
Paper 104, Brighton: STEPS Centre 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13639811.2018.1531968
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgINY9PL0hg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8Yyd5dxTGE&list=PLITUAvYMujh9DcjCgyfFIObD8TWZd1p7N&index=18&t=0s
https://e360.yale.edu/features/ocean-justice-where-social-equity-and-the-climate-fight-intersect
https://e360.yale.edu/features/ocean-justice-where-social-equity-and-the-climate-fight-intersect
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Nov 12   
Four Conservation Positions and a Case for Convivial Conservation:  Towards a Refocus on the Links between 
Conservation and Development 
Thursday ZOOM Class Discussion 
 
Readings 

• Buscher, B. and Fletcher, R.  2020.  The Conservation Revolution:  Radical Ideas for Saving Nature Beyond 
the Anthropocene. London and NY: Verso. chaps 1,2, 4, 5 

• What is CONVIVA? 
 
Key Literature Cited in Above: 

• Büscher, B., R. Fletcher, D. Brockington, C. Sandbrook, W. Adams, L. Campbell, C. Corson, et al. 2017. 
Half-Earth or whole earth? Radical ideas for conservation and their implications. Oryx 51(3): 407–410. 

• Cafaro, P., T. Butler, E. Crist, P. Cryer, E. Dinerstein, H. Kopnina, R. Noss, et al. 2017. If we want a whole 
earth, nature needs half: a response to Büscher et al. Oryx 51(3): 400 

 
Nov 17  Conducting ICD Research: Practical Challenges and Opportunities 
Tuesday ZOOM Class Discussion 
 
Readings 

• Long, Jonathan W., Heidi L. Ballard, Larry A. Fisher & Jill M. Belsky. 2015.  Questions That Won't Go Away 
in Participatory Research, Society & Natural Resources 0:1-14. 

• Lele, S. and Norgaard,R. B. 2005.  Practicing Interdisciplinarity. Bioscience. 55(11), p. 967-975. 
• Russell, D. and C. Harshbarger.  2003.  Groundwork for Community-Based Conservation: Strategies for 

Social Research.  Altamira Press. Chap 10, “Organizing the Research”, p143-168. 
• (skim – Lupton, D. (editor) (2020) Doing fieldwork in a pandemic (crowd-sourced document). Available 

on our moodle page (downloaded7/24/2030) 
•  (skim) Asia Forest Network. Participatory rural appraisal for community forest management: tools and 

techniques. 2002.  

Nov 19  Course Wrap Up  

Thursday ZOOM Class Discussion 
 

• Lecture by Dr Paul Robbins, “Is less more or is more less:  scaling the political ecologies of the future”   
 
Feel free to email ahead or come to class with topics to discuss, questions, observations, readings to share; and 
be prepared to briefly summarize key insights from your final paper. 
 
 

Final paper due on or before Nov 25.  Email as a word doc to 
jill.belsky@umontana.edu 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clGjGABB2h2qbduTgfqribHmog9B6P0NvMgVuiHZCl8/edit?ts=5e88ae0a
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clGjGABB2h2qbduTgfqribHmog9B6P0NvMgVuiHZCl8/edit?ts=5e88ae0a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhjYeKlBGUk
mailto:jill.belsky@umontana.edu
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